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jommerce, of military activities, and a great variety ot others.
As a transitional stage, the great difficulty and importance of
the mastery of the language is the most marked feature.
Education becomes little less than the mastery of the lan-
guage and of a very restricted type of religious historical
literature.
One other important aspect of this transitional phase is seen
in the attitude toward the individual. Primitive ethics and
education were unconscious of the rights of personality and
of the importance of the individual. In both the ethics
and the education of the Oriental, the individual has risen
into consciousness ; but just as consciously society seeks
through religion and through education to repress the indi-
vidual. In theory individuality is hostile to social welfare.
In their highest thought, as in the religion of the Hindu,
the goal of personal development is absorption in Nirvana
and thus the annihilation of the individual. Only with the
Greek, or at best with the Hebrew in its later develop-
ment, is there some thought of possible individual devel
opment not in antagonism to social order and social good.
Thus there follows a further characteristic of Oriental
education in which China is typical: life in its purpose and
character, and education in its aim and processes are con-
trolled by some form of external despotic authority. The
individual has a place in society, fixed by some authority out-
side fof himself, to which he is predetermined. Education is
simply the process of fitting him into this place. This
formal authority takes various shapes, allowing now some little
freedom, again none at all. With the Chinese, the social class
lines are not wholly predetermined ; hence there is some
shifting in class organization, and therein their educational
system possesses a merit above that of several other Oriental
types. The external authority here is that of tradition
exerted through the family. The dominance of the family,
expressed in Confucianism and worked out through ever)